On June 11 & 12, 2005 in the stunning, historical backdrop of Leesburg’s horse country surrounded by fine wineries and cozy bed and breakfast inns, the Potomac Celtic Festival will celebrate the cultures of the seven Celtic Nations.  The festival will take place in Leesburg, VA at the Morven Park International Equestrian Center.  It is an event where you can learn the traditional dressing of an authentic tartan kilt and see the symbolic language of the Celtic land beautifully displayed by fine artisans.  Come hear the rhythmic and jaunty but ever progressive sounds of the Celtic region’s musicians and join the dances of a long lived heritage.  March along with booming kilted pipe bands, research clan and society genealogy and walk Celtic history from 1 B.C. through the 20th century A.D.  Watch athletes test their skill in Highland games then relax and immerse yourself in the shade with storytellers of Celtic lore.  This and more can be found at the 12th Annual Potomac Celtic Festival hosted by the Barnaby Council for Celtic Studies (BCCS). 

The Potomac Celtic Festival began as a small Celtic craft show endeavor of a group of friends.  The group consisted of crafters, artists and musicians with a deep love, appreciation and connection to Celtic heritage.  As we embark on the 12th consecutive year, the Potomac Celtic Festival has grown to include international performers and a full schedule of activity which attracts 10,000 + patrons over the course of the weekend.  Each year, organizers continue to add new venues and demonstrations to the program.  

The Potomac Celtic Festival kicks off at 10:00 a.m. An opening ceremony will take place on Saturday led by pipe bands followed up with clans and societies then living history in traditional costume.  The weekend explodes on eight stages as local and internationally acclaimed musicians and dance troupes execute some of the finest performances of Celtic genre today.  Each year the musical lineup changes to reflect the diversity of Celtic culture and ethnicity.  The 12th Annual Potomac Celtic Festival lineup includes Scotland’s legendary Battlefield Band, Ireland’s Grada, Wales’ Ffynnon, award winning fiddler Jeremy Kittel, Beth Patterson, Maggie Sansone, Eileen Niehouse and the D.C. region’s own Iona, Moch Pryderi and Tinsmith, and more!   

Nightfest! 2005 in the Pub Tent is a show not to be missed!  Known as the steerage band in the epic, Titanic, Gaelic Storm will break open the party once again, not on a ship, but in Leesburg, VA on Saturday beginning at 8:30 p.m. in the Pub Tent. 

The Barnaby Council for Celtic Studies hosts the annual Potomac Celtic Festival and is a non – profit organization that seeks to present the cultures of Ireland, Scotland, The Isle of Man, Wales, Cornwall, Brittany and Galicia/Asturias and their evolution in North America with integrity and accuracy.  In this respect, the Barnaby Council for Celtic Studies organizes the Potomac Celtic Festival and other small events throughout the year.  (BCCS) also awards Celtic Studies students with scholarship opportunities.  

Information for the Festival and lodging can be found by contacting the Loudoun County Visitors Association at 800-752-6118.  Or, visit our website at www.PCFest.org for advance tickets, performance schedules, and scholarship and organization information.

